THE CLIMAX
At the same time there took place a much more apparent
change in the attitude towards the monarchy. The old organized
upper class had always looked with a jealous eye on any increase
of the very slight political power still remaining to the Crown;
it had helped to render the Crown unpopular—though that
task needed little aid—until nearly the middle of the century.
But the presence of a Queen upon the throne, the lack of overt
interference by her in public affairs, had changed this sentiment;
gradually as the nineteenth century proceeded the Throne be-
came more and more of a symbol, gathering towards itself the
passionate patriotism of the people, their sense of unity, and
their pride in dominion. The Imperialist movement naturally
added to this; the first Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1887 was
a public demonstration of feeling on the widest scale, the
second in 1897 was an apotheosis; and the national feeling for
the Queen in all ranks and throughout all those in the colonial
Empire who were of English or Scottish descent had become
an intense and permanent enthusiasm. The spirit continued
unchanged throughout the thirty years following the Queen's
death, and during the succeeding reigns of her son and grand-
son.
Ireland. The Irish matter now as ever—or rather more
than ever—was the principal affair, and it seemed to be moving
rapfdly towards a climax: and this it was, but not in the fashion
that either England or Ireland herself anticipated.
When Lord Salisbury took office at the head of a Conservative
Government in 1886 he had had a majority of 118 over the
Gladstonian Liberals and the Irish Nationalists combined in
the House of Commons. The use of force in Ireland was
emphasized; Mr Arthur Balfour, the nephew of Lord Salisbury,
took over the government of that country, and the resistance to
the payment of rents and arrears became stronger than ever.
Side by side with it went the increasingly intensive use of
obstruction in the House of Commons, and for dealing with the
national movement in Ireland a new Crimes Bill was introduced
and made permanent. Politics, as Lord Salisbury himself said,
had now come to mean "Ireland and nothing else." The re-
sistance to paying rent took the form of a movement called the
"Plan of Campaign"; efforts had been made upon the English
side to get the Pope to intervene; he had sent Monsignor Persico
to judge the situation, and on receiving his report had issued
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